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International Drive Your Studebaker Day 

We had a great showing at the California 
Auto Museum.  There were 10 or more Ka-
rel Staple member Studes plus a couple 
others.  We also had a member car inside 
the museum with Perry & Betty’s GT 
Hawk, plus the “1963” 200 mph Avanti 
was on display.  Perfect weather, fun day! 
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President's Message 
 by Frank Smith 

Secretary’s Report 
Jul-Aug by LaRee Brunelli 

Hello members: 
Hope everybody 
had a nice sum-
mer. August was 
rough on us. 
Both of us were 
sick almost all 
month. We 
haven't been to 
a meeting since 
our July meet-
ing.  
We have been 
getting some 
camping in. This 
message is com-
ing from Olema. Last week was the Russian river 
with our extended family. 
We missed drive your Studebaker day at the muse-
um. I understand there was a good turnout. We did 
our own drive to Marin for Johanna's Mom's birth-
day party. After the party, all the grandkids piled 
into the Lark and we went for a ride around the 
neighborhood. They thought it was great. They like 
rolling the windows up and down. They also liked 
the ash tray on the back of the front seat.  They re-
ally had fun. Maybe some future Studebaker owners 
here. Trying to Educate and entertain the young 
ones that never had the opportunity to experience 
an old car.   
Spreading the Studebaker word in Marin.  
Our next meeting is October 15 at Mark & Monica’s 
Pizza,  Hope to see everyone there! 
 
Frank Smith 

Membership:  
Membership Report by Johanna Smith:  65 members, no 
new members. Introduction of visitors:  Craig and Frieda 
introduced Amanda from Peru.  
It was great to see Darlene Anderson at the meeting.  She 
arrived in her son’s, Rick Anderson’s, 1924 Studebaker. 
Treasure Report: Lou Van Anne was not present.  No 
report.  
Old Business: Corrections to the May 20, 2023 Meet-
ing; Betty Knopf reported that she is the one who sug-
gested we reserve $2000 for donations to charities.  Bet-
ty made a motion for the amount to be divided up for 
2023 and 2024.  It was voted on and passed.  
Pat Dilling reminded members about signing up to bring 
their Studebakers to the International Auto Show , Octo-
ber 27tn  thru the 29th.  Cars go in on October 
26th.  Please call Pat Dilling if you plan to show your car 
and for more information. . 
Frank Smith has information regarding the Foster Freeze 
Napa car show.  
Betty Knopf reported that there are no high school ROP 
automotive programs in the area.  She has been research-
ing other schools. She will report back next meeting. 
New Business:  Johna Pierce reported Louis Luau Car 
Show is September 4th, at El Tapatio restaurant on Sun-
rise Blvd. Citrus Heights. She also reported the La Palma 
Studebaker Car Show is Memorial Day weekend, in An-
aheim, California. Frank Smith suggested getting a 
group together to go to this event, received a lot of en-
thusiasm. Frank Smith told the members about his new 
interior for his Daytona.  Vice President, Steve Rainville 
reported that his hand surgery was good. 
Pat Dilling needs a new computer program for the News 
Letter.  Pat will get the information and present it at the 
next meeting.  Pat Dilling thanked Betty and Perry 
Knopf for all the information they send to him for the 
newsletter. 
Linda Barnard suggested club buy ink pens with club 
name.  Frank concurred asked her to bring information 
to next meeting. Betty Knopf is a judge for the National 
Studebaker Printed Newsletter.  She brought judged 
news letters from various clubs to give out.  
Steve Wilkie proposed club “pay us back”. He suggested 
adding a budget item for the club to pay for (1) a yearly 
dinner for the club officers.  (2) A dinner, movie night 
etc. for all members. (3) Hold a yearly wake for when 
Studebaker manufacturing died. Members are to think 
about this suggestion and come up with additional ideas 
for the next meeting. 
Linda Barnhardt suggested we have more Saturday Club 
Meetings.  Club members can do this during our  year 
planning meeting. 
.Opportunity Raffle:  Won by Johanna Smith’s daugh-
ter, Amanda, and the car show certificate won by LaRee 
Brunelli. Also Frank and Johanna Smith donated many 
raffle prizes. President, Frank Smith closed the meeting 
and thanked everyone for coming. Happy Birthday Cake 
for Frank Smith was enjoyed by all. 

Studebaker Drivers Club Karel Staple Chapter Meet-
ing Minutes July 16, 2023 
Place of Meeting Frank and Johanna Smiths home in Na-
pa. Thank you Frank and Johanna for a delicious meal, 
and hosting the meeting in your beautiful backyard. Frank 
barbequed hamburgers for us and had all the condiments 
to go with them. 
Meeting was called to order by President, Frank Smith at 
12:40. 19 members and friends attended the meet-
ing.  One Studebaker was driven to the meeting by owner 
Rick Anderson. 
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 Secretary Report Continued 
Date:   August 19, 2023 Location: Taste of Tuscany Restaurant, Citrus Heights  
Attendance:     16 Attendees,  4 Studebakers.  Brunch was served at 10 AM. 
Meeting was called to order at 10:45 am by Vice President Steve Rainville.  President Frank Smith was unable to 
attend because Johanna Smith has Covid 
Due to the few attendees at the meeting, the restaurant had planned for 30 members,  LaRee Brunelli made a motion 
to have the club reimburse the restaurant for their extra help, preparing, and serving us.  The motion was made to 
give them $200.  It was second by Betty Martin and a vote was taken and passed to give the restaurant the 
$200.  Johna Pierce paid the $200 to the owners and LaRee requested that our treasure reimburse Johna for taking 
care of it. 
Treasure Report:  Lou Van Anne was absent.  His car had a flat tire.   
Club members voted to give the Studebaker International Museum our annual $100 donation. 
Club members voted to pay our AAAC dues of $150.  Motions were made and passed for these expenditures. 
Old Business: 
Pat Dilling reported that the International Auto Show Date has been changed to October 27th.  We are to bring our 
cars/trucks in on October 26th and pick them up October 29th.  Please call Pat and let him know if you plan to 
bring your vehicle. Pat is arranging for our October meeting. 
September 9th is Drive Your Studebaker Day.  Lou Van Anne has arranged for our members to meet at the California 
Auto Museum at 10am, bring your picnic lunch and chairs. We will be eating outside. The Avanti club will be 
joining us. There will be toys on display and the 1963 Bonneville Avanti will be displayed at the museum.  Cost $10 
for nonmembers.  Brian Challender wants the club to have more meetings on Saturdays.  It was suggested to be sure 
to get Saturday dates on the yearly calendar. 
New Business: 
September 4th is the Louie Luau Car Show fundraiser for families of the Maui Disaster.  Pre-Registration by August 
30th is $20, day of show $25.  Show hours 9am-2pm.  Wear your Luau shirts and hats and Hula Grass Skirts.  Deco-
rate your car or truck.   For more information call Mary Gromer 916-335-8566. 
Steve Wilkie reported that the San Juan High School car show was a huge success making $8,000 for their auto shop 
program.  350 cars participated. Brian Challender also attended taking his Studebaker. 
Linda Barnard proposed that next year on September 7th, 2024 that our members celebrate Drive Your Studebaker 
Day by going to the Suisun Western Railway Museum.  Train ride and museum cost is $15 for seniors.  Members 
voted on the outing and it passed. 
Linda Barnard presented the cost to buy club ink pens. They will be 100 pens for $89.  A motion was made for Linda 
to order the pens.  Club members voted yes.. 
Misc. Announcements:  Studebaker West may be closing the first of next year. 
Items For Sale or Wanted: 
Brian Challender has many parts and Studebakers for sale.  Steve Rainville has C cab truck for sale. 
Skyler Osborn is looking for a driver side door for his two door 1960 Lark and a floor pan for the driver’s side. 
Opportunity Raffle: 
Johna Pierce won the raffle and Betty Martin won the car show certificate. 
There are no minutes from September.  No meeting was conducted at the Drive Your Studebaker Day gathering. 

Karel Staple Member News 
We got a note from Dean Sumpter, who won his first ever plaque, at the Galt Drive Down Memory Lane 
Car Show on 8/26/23. He entered his 1961 Hawk. He said there were about 90 cars and 10 awards total. 
Congratulations!! 
Welcome back member Eric & Kelly West. Good to have you back in the club! 

Frank Smith is excited about his new 
upholstery 

Shawn Cline is always active 
showing off Studebakers! 

Pat Dilling and Rick Pierce were honored to 
help present the American Flag at the Louie 
Luau car show! 
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Sacramento International Auto Show—Oct 27-29 
This Auto Show is sponsored by the Greater Sacramento Area New Car Dealers and is a fund 
raiser that benefits a number of charities.  This is a rebuilding year after a pandemic hiatus 
for the show, so it will be done at a smaller scale.  Our Karel Staple Studebakers have been 
honored guests and special attractions at a number of previous shows.  We are always well 
received by show attendees.  It is a great opportunity to show off our Studebakers to a differ-
ent audience than at a typical classic car show or Studebaker event.  In the past we have met 
many people who remember Studebakers and even owned or drove one.  We have also found 
out about Studebakers “in the wild” that we were not aware of.  In some cases we have re-
cruited new chapter members or found cars or parts to buy.  We currently have 8 to 10 cars 
committed for our display.  We have room for  two or three more.  There is no cost to display 
your car.  The show will provide 24 hour security.  We will have full access to the rest of the 
show.  We move our cars in on the afternoon or evening of Thursday Oct 26th.  We will move 
them out after the show closes on Sunday Oct 29th.  Car trailer parking will be available.  If 
you would like to display your Studebaker, or have questions, call Pat Dilling ASAP at 530-
218-0641 

 
 
Thanks to John Crooks, Member, Kaw Valley Chapter 

Carburetor Float Bowl Plugs 
With our Ethanol fuels, the problem of the fuel evaporating in the float bowl resulting in slow 
starts is a well-known problem.  On the Stromberg 2 BBL carburetors used on 259 and 289 Stu-
debaker V/8 engines, fuel loss in the float bowl can also be caused by the two plugs leaking on 
the bottom of the float bowl. This can often go unnoticed as it leaks onto the intake manifold and 
evaporates. You can remove the carburetor and have it resealed. A simple fix is to clean the area 
where the plugs are located and use a gas tank repair epoxy to cover the plugs. J B Weld makes 
gas tank repair epoxy that works. Make sure it is suitable to stand up to gasoline. 
Note from Pete Yuen: Do not clean the carburetor bowl with lacquer thinner as it will destroy 
the coating that inhibits the gas from going through the porous “pot metal” known to some as 
pewter. 

V-8 Heat Riser Replacement aka “Manifold Heater Valve” 
By, and Thanks to Jerry Blount 
This valve is installed on the passenger side, between the exhaust manifold and the front exhaust 
pipe connection.  During warm up, the valve is held closed by spring tension and deflects hot ex-
haust gases into the lower passages of the intake manifold. As the engine warms up the spring 
loses its tension and the weight on the valve operating shaft opens the valve, allowing the ex-
haust gases to pass directly from the exhaust manifold to the exhaust pipe. The valve improves 
the engine economy by heating the fuel-air mixture and reduces the time for engine warm up.  
The main failure of these valves, as used on 1955 - 1964 models, is cracking of the main body 
casting at the shaft pivot points. The valve may seem to be intact up to the time of unbolting the 
front exhaust pipe from the manifold but will come off in two pieces - thus needing replacement.  
The valves available from Studebaker parts dealers function perfectly fine but don’t necessarily 
look the same. They should be installed with the larger side of the internal valve opening to the 
downstream of the exhaust flow. Lately, our local Studebaker mechanic has dealt with several 
cars with the valve installed upside down. He had to remove the valve and install it properly. So, 
make certain that your new replacement valve is installed correct side up.  

TECH TIPS 



 

KSC CALENDER 2023 
Bold Dates are Karel Staple events 

 

October 27-29 Sacramento International Auto Show, Cal Expo. Contact Pat Dilling 530-218-0641 
to display your Studebaker. 
October 15th at 11 AM.  Pat Dilling Host. Mark & Monicas Pizza, 4751 Manzanita Ave, Carmichael,  
November 19th Sunday  11 am hosted by Johna Pierce.  Back Forty Texas BBQ   
1201 Orlando Ave, Roseville, CA 95661 ·(916) 726-4040  
Dec 10th Sunday 11 am California Auto Museum Christmas Party   
2200 Front St, Sacramento, CA 95818 11 AM 

Directions to the October Meeting 

Mark & Monicas Family Pizza  
4751 Manzanita  Ave 
Carmichael. 
(916) 487-1010  
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https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN129x2483944&id=YN129x2483944&q=Back+Forty+Texas+BBQ&name=Back+Forty+Texas+BBQ&cp=38.722991943359375%7e-121.2887954711914&ppois=38.722991943359375_-121.2887954711914_Back+Forty+Texas+BBQ
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=6d13b594c1500cd5JmltdHM9MTY2MDU4NzI0MSZpZ3VpZD1iOTkzZjQ4Ny0yM2YxLTQxYWItOWJmNC1iN2YyYTUxM2ZlYWUmaW5zaWQ9NTQ4Nw&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=09f6b056-1cc6-11ed-8bd4-71d8fee6860c&u=a1dGVsOjkxNjcyNjQwNDA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN129x2483944&id=YN129x2483944&q=Back+Forty+Texas+BBQ&name=Back+Forty+Texas+BBQ&cp=38.722991943359375%7e-121.2887954711914&ppois=38.722991943359375_-121.2887954711914_Back+Forty+Texas+BBQ
https://www.google.com/search?q=Maek+%26+Monicas+Pizza&oq=Maek+%26+Monicas+Pizza&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIRCAEQLhgKGA0YrwEYxwEYgAQyCAgCEAAYFhgeMggIAxAAGBYYHjIICAQQABgWGB4yCAgFEAAYFhgeMggIBhAAGBYYHjIICAcQABgWGB4yCAgIEAAYFhge0gEJMTM4MTNqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourc


 

      National SDC Application                   Karel Staple Chapter Application 

For SDC National membership: 
Please mail check or money order 

to: 
     Studebaker Drivers Club, Inc. 
     P.O. Box 1715 
     Maple Grove, MN 55311-6715 
  

Includes monthly publication of 
Turning Wheels Magazine 

 
___ First year membership 

 w/periodicals class mail        $29.00 
___  Regular membership  

 w/periodicals class mail      $36.00 

___ Regular membership 

 w/ first class mail               $62.00 

___ Student/young adult  

 (up to 22 years old)             $29.00 

___ SDC membership without 

 Turning Wheels       $12.00 

 

To use Visa or Mastercard call: 

     (763)420-7829  fax (763) 420-7849 

or email: sdc@cornerstonereg.com for more 

information. 

 

Name:___________________________ 

Spouse:__________________________ 

Address: _________________________ 

City:_______________ St:___Zip:____ 

Phone:___________________________ 

Email:___________________________ 

 

If new member, source of referral: 

________________________________ 
 

 Please list Studebakers, including 

Year, make, body style on separate page. 

 All members of local chapters 
must be members of the National 

Studebaker Drivers Club  
SDC #: ______________ 

 
Membership dues are $20 Annually 

 
 

Name: ______________________________ 
Address:_____________________________ 
City:_________________ St:___ Zip:_____ 
Phone: (_ _)_________________________ 
Email: ______________________________ 
Referred by: _________________________ 
Birthday (Mo) ________   Spouse:________ 
 
__ YES, I would like my newsletter emailed to 
me each month. 
___ NO, I would not like my information to be 
published on our roster. 
 
Please list Studebaker (s) owned: 
1._________________________________ 
2._________________________________ 
3._________________________________ 
    Year               Model           Body type 
 
 
Name Badge Application: 
 
Name: _____________________________ 
  (may be a nickname) 
Spouse: ____________________________ 
Name badges are $12.00 each          $_____ 

Membership fee:                            $ 20.00 

 Total enclosed:                     $_____ 

 
 
Make check payable to: 
 
 Karel Staple Chapter SDC 
 
Mail to: Johanna Smith 
 2140 Coronado Ave 
 Napa, CA 94559 
 (707)255-7108 
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Hawk Talks 
Karel Staple Chapter 
4074 Mary AVe  
Olivehurst, CA 95961 

For a look at the pictures in color 

Visit us at: 
www.Hawktalks.com 

Pacific Southwest  
Zone Officers 
 
National Director, Board of Directors  - 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Zone Coordinator  - 
Ed Smith 

  PO Box 90763 
 White Mtn Lake, AZ 85912 
 edcollects@cox.net 
 

Regional Manager, California- 
 Lou Van Anne 
 Stockton, CA 95219 
 lvasales@comcast.net 

For insurance purposes and 
also to comply with SDC Bylaws 
governing chapters, all members 
of a local chapter must also be a 

member of the National Club.  
Don’t forget to renew your     

National membership. 

Karel Staple Chapter Officers 
President  -  Frank Smith 
 Napa, CA 
  (916) 548-0340  
 studelark@aol.com 

   
Vice President  - Stephen Rainville 
 Citrus Heights, CA 
 tracshack@surewest.com 
 
   

Treasurer  -  Lou Van Anne 
 Stockton CA 95219 
 (209) 479-0867 

 lvasales@comcast.net 
 
Secretary - LaRee Brunelli  

 darrelllaree@sbcglobal.net 
 
Membership - Johanna Smith 
 2140 Coronado Ave 
 Napa, CA 94559 
 (707) 255-5108  
 jmgreer2140@aol.com 

National Officers 
 
President  - Dennis Foust 
 143 Studebaker Rd 
 Spring Hills, PA 16875 

 Studeguy54@gmail.comt 
 
Vice President  - Don Jones 
 PO Box 229 
 Concord, VA 24538 
 keydetsdj@aol.com 
 
Secretary  - Cindy Foust 
 143 Studebaker Rd 
 Spring Hills, PA 16875 
 cfoust1966@gmail.com 
 
Treasurer  -  Jane Stinson 
 5800 Stanley Rd 
 Columbiaville MI 48421 

 jestinson@aol.com 
 
Past President—Tom Curtis 
 3538 Gordon Rd 
 Elkhart, IN 46516 
  
 

Editor - Pat Dilling  
P.dilling@outlook.com 
Webmaster - Jason Michaels -  jason@jasonmichaels.com 

mailto:abmillette@cox.net

