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I know I’ve seen 
this truck before….  
 
I just can’t place it! 

From the “Have you checked the 

back of your shirt” Department 
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President’s Message – Editorial 
By: Pat Dilling 

 
This month my message is of an 
editorial or opinion variety.  A 
couple things have inspired me 
to write it.  First, the recent pass-
ing of a few friends and chapter 
members has reminded me of 
my own mortality.  I have 
thought about what my family 
would do with my belongings, 
cars included, if I were to pass 
away.   
 
The other is the debut of a new 
car related show on the Discovery Channel called “Lords of Car Hoards.”  On 
the show, two skilled car builders find people with a large collection of cars, 
many desirable and some not so much, that has become overwhelming either 
to them and/or their families.  They make an offer to the owner that they will 
do a high level build of a car of his choice from the collection and clean the 
junk, er stuff, out of his property.  In exchange the owner turns over most of 
the rest of his collection to them to sell.  That is how they finance the build of 
the owner’s “keeper” and make a profit for themselves.  The owner ends up 
with a beautiful car and a cleaned up property.  
  
This got me to thinking of people we may know in our hobby that have accu-
mulated quite a few cars, many of them not in running condition, along with 
stock piles of parts.  Studebaker owners tend to gather “flocks”, very few 
seem to have just one.   There are even songs written about folks that plan to 
“restore them someday.”  I wonder how many have thought about the task 
that would be left to their spouse and family once they are no longer around.  
Not only that, what would happen to the cars and parts?  I think we have all 
heard of heirs of car owners who simply called the scrapper to haul them off.  
I have also heard some folks mention that they would like to do something 
with one or two of their cars but “money is tight.”   
 
If you see yourself in the comments above, may I make a suggestion for you?  
Pick out your favorite car, or cars that you would love to finish, and set aside 
the parts you have that are needed.  Then, set about selling some of the rest 
of your accumulation to help fund the project.  As the funds come in you can 
begin the build of your dream car.  If all goes well, you will have a nice car to 
enjoy driving; other members of the hobby will have the use and benefit of the 
items you have sold and a possible future burden will have been lifted from 
your survivors.  We can’t all be on the TV show, but the concept is one that 
can be followed. 

 

I have a pretty libertarian view regard-
ing what people do with their belong-
ings; they are your cars, so it’s your 
decision about what to do with them.  
It’s just something to think about.  Look 
forward to seeing you down the road! 
 

Pat 

Please don’t scrap me…... 

I’m usually 
pretty good 
and figuring 
out which 
country is represented by these 
stickers on cars. I must admit, 
this one got me. I gave up and 
asked  Peter what SFA stood 
for. 
 

Star Fleet Academy— 
I should have known, yep, 

they’re Trekkies! 

Saw this one just south 
of Livingston on Hwy 
99. Bet it still runs…... 

About The Cover 
 
If you didn’t make it to the Fair Oaks 
Fiesta Days Car Show, you missed 
out. I must confess, our cover picture 
this month was staged. I saw this 
woman walking around the car show 
with my favorite car show T-shirt on. I 
put her up to posing for this picture. 
Thanks for being a good sport 
Yvonne.  
For her cooperation, she will receive a 
complimentary copy of this month’s 
issue of Hawk Talks.  Jon 
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Ray Clerici 
 

Information gathered from “Ray’s Life Notes”  
written by Ray Himself 

 

Ray was born on the 17th of November in 1927. On his 
16th birthday, he started working full time at the local 
Studebaker dealership in Napa. He started out on the 
grease rack and moved up to mechanic’s helper and then 
apprentice. After studying nights for two years, he gradu-
ated in the first class after World War II. 
 

Ray bought a 4 door Champ Regal in 1946 for $1238. It 
was the 4th Studebaker sold in Napa after the war. He 
then bought a 48 Commander Convertible for $2800, 
then a 1950 Land Cruiser for $2711. A few months later 
he married Alberta who had come to work in the office 

right out of High School in 1948. 
 

Their next car was a 1955 President State Sedan. It was the 
first 55 President sedan with the  wrap around windshield and 
overdrive to come out of the LA plant. Ray claimed this was the 
best car he ever had. 
 

Ray worked for 3 Studebaker dealerships from 1943 to 1960. 
When the last dealership closed, he went to work for Basalt 
Rock Company. Ray started working on their forklifts then 
moved to the engine shop to help rebuilt gas engines. After the 
gas engines were phased out, he switched to rebuilding diesel 
engines. 
 

Ray has several Studebaker trucks, most notable are his 47 M-
16 Flatbed, 64 8E40 Car Carrier Flatbed and a 64 8E45 Diesel 
Tractor with a sleeper box. He also has 2 pickups that I have 
seen. His blue Transtar and his red Scotsman. 

 

Ray also has a 1929 FE 
President 4 door 
Brougham. I heard tell it 
was stored away in a con-
tainer. 
 

My truck was once owned 
by Ray and his son re-
membered it well. I used to 
enjoy listening to Ray talk 
as it was amazing how 
much knowledge he had. 
He would bring photo al-

bums and memorabilia to the Smith’s meeting in Napa each year. 
He was a major reason I enjoyed those meetings so much. 
 

A few close by  Karel Staple Chapter members attended his memo-
rial service. We chatted with family and snooped around his grave-
yard of mostly Studebaker cars trucks and parts. Ray will be sorely 
missed by his Studebaker friends. He had a wealth of knowledge 
and losing him is like losing a library. 
 

Our hearts go out to Ray’s family and especially Alberta who lost so 
much more.       Jon 
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13th Annual All Studebaker Picnic in Stockton 
By Jon Stalnaker/Ace Reporter 

 
Attendance was a little down even though Lou set us up with some awesome 
weather. Perhaps the major rainstorm the day before kept away those that were a 
little more squeamish. I, myself, trust Lou to come through with sunshine and he once 
again did not fail to deliver. This is a fun meet as we get to see Studeholics and Avan-
tiacs from other clubs surrounding centrally located Stockton.  
 
I counted 22 Studebakers (that includes the 2006 Avanti because it counts as a 
Studebaker in my book). Lots of food, lots of chat and if you are special (or lucky), a 
jar of Anne’s Pomegranate jelly. I’ll skip the words to make room for more pictures. 

I split one Studebaker in half to get this panoramic view. But that’s OK because the one I split was my own. 

Clockwise  
 

1. This Bullet nose 
chop top  was just 
placed on an S-10 
Chassis. 
 

2. Two Presidents 
discuss serious 
SDC business. 
 

3 &4.Lou’s back-
side matches that 
of his beautiful red 

Champ truck. 
 

5. Paula Groh’s 2006 Avanti 
(looks like a Studebaker to me) 

1 

2 

3 4 

5 
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Fair Oaks Fiesta Days Car Show 
Story By Jon Stalnaker/Editor 

 
This show starts the busy season for me.  The next week I have the Dixon May Fair parade, the 
week after that is our zone meet in Sacramento. Summertime car shows are upon us and there are 
plenty that I attend locally. It’s nice to attend the local car shows as they typically do not have many 
Studebakers and we get a lot more attention than the Ford and Chevy guys. (they hate that) I know 
many of our members do the same thing and it’s a wonderful opportunity to get our marque noticed. 
Make sure you take application forms and business cards with you to promote our club. 
 
The Fair Oaks car show is well attended and we typically have at 
least 10 Studebakers on display. This year was no different. Our 
club didn’t take home any awards this year but a Studebaker get 
some love from the judges. You may have seen this Lambo 
doored Loewy custom before. It’s a gorgeous car and if you see it 
at another show ask him the story about the possum he uses for 
the display. It’s a cute story. 
 
Here are our cars and some of my personal favorite Brand Xs, 
chickens and the fake dog that fooled my dog Sally. 
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And Here’s something from our Friend Pete Yuen 
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All of the above All of the above All of the above All of the above underlinedunderlinedunderlinedunderlined    dates are Club events. dates are Club events. dates are Club events. dates are Club events. ----    editoreditoreditoreditor    

KSC CALENDER of Events 2014 
 
 

Note: All underlined dates are monthly Karel Staple Chapter events. 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, May 16-18th – Pacific Southwest Zone Meet, Sacramento, CA 
 

Sunday, June 8th  –  Rocklin – Hosts: Jeff & Darlene McClure. 
 

Sunday, July 20th – Suisun City, Western Train Museum. Hosts: Jeff & Darlene McClure. 
 

Sunday, August 24th – Napa social/potluck. 2140 Coronado Ave., Napa, CA. Arrive at 11:00 am. Hosts: 
Frank & Johanna Smith 707-255-5108. All are welcome! 
 

Saturday, August 23rd – Napa Main Street Reunion Car Show, downtown Napa 9 to 3. 
 

Saturday, September 13th – International Drive Your Studebaker Day. Join us for a fun run or do your own 
thing. Just drive your Studebaker today. 
 

Sunday, Sept 21st – Sacramento Annual Auction/potluck. 1129 Weber Way Sacramento, CA. Arrive 11:00 
am. Hosts: Rick & Johna Pierce 916-442-5984. Meeting will include our annual auction. Bring Studebaker and 
car related items. Proceeds of the auction go to scholarship fund. All are welcome! 
 
Saturday, Oct 18th –  Grass Valley, Empire Mine. Hosts: Darrell & LaRee Brunelli 
 
Sunday, Nov 16th – Sacramento, Elks Lodge for lunch and Cemetery Tour. Hosts: Brian & Linda Challender 
 
Sunday, Dec 7th –  Annual Xmas Party. Elk Grove. Host: Jilg Douglass & Steve Rainville. 
 

 
Note: All underlined dates are monthly Karel Staple Chapter events. 

 
 

2014 NorCal  Misc. Car Shows & Events 

Provided by Jeff McClure  (updated 2/28/14) 
 

Soon we will be displaying our Studebaker’s at all the upcoming car shows, and nothing impresses like a Stude!  If there 
is a car show/event that you would like to get listed in Hawk Talks, just email me at darlenejeff@sbcglobal.net.  Be sure 
the date of your event does not conflict with our monthly gatherings.  Lastly, if you know you are going to a particular 
event, call or email one of the Chapter Officers so we can garner as much interest as possible and participate as a group 
with several Studebakers. 
 
 
 
 

May 16-18:    Pacific Southwest Studebaker Zone Meet, Best Show on the West Coast!! 
  www.hawktalks.com for info and reg. 
 

May 26, Mon:   North Highlands-Antelope Annual Memorial Day Parade, free, 8am- 
     www.vfwpost4647.org  for more info. 
 

May 31, Sat:   Show ‘n Shine & Aircraft Too!, Eagle’s Nest Airport, Ione, CA, 7am-4pm 

 $25 pre-reg, www.ionerotary.com or 209-274-9160  *raffle for P51 Ride!! 

 
June 7, Sat:   Downtown Lincoln Classic Car Show, 1972 and older, $20 pre-reg, 7am-3pm 
  www.rodsnrelics.net or 916-4346648 



National SDC Application / Karel Staple Membership & Badge Application  
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Paid Advertising 
Rates are $20/yr for members $25/yr for 

non-members 

NOTE: 
————— 

Ads are free and run for two consecutive issues 
(space permitting) and, if you renew your ad, 
two additional issues.   
To start, stop, change, or renew an ad, please 
contact the Hawk Talk editor. 

This Space Is Available For Your Business 
———————————————————- 

Contact Johna Pierce to place your ad or business card  
 

Ladyhawk64@comcast.net 

FOR SALE 
 

Studebaker R&R 
C cab trucks from 1949 to 1959 some fin-
ished except paint, others in various 
stages of restoration.  
 

Engine parts for 259 V8, 289 V8, 170CI 6, 
complete long and short blocks.  
 

Call Larry Jones 530-671-0384 for more 
information and pricing.    (05-14) 

More Stuff for Sale 
 
For sale. Two Studebaker large trucks. 1st, 1932 S21 1 1/2 ton cab and chas-
sis. Has not run since 1975. Engine turns over. Two new front tires, rear are 
shot. Needs complete restoration. This truck is the one to restore.  
 
2nd, 1933 2 ton. This truck was bought for parts that are bad or missing on 
the `32. Have extra 3rd member for the `32. Have some new parts, manuals, 
literature and a lot of research.  
 
$3,200 OBO for everything. Only sold as a package. Delivery possible.  
 
Art - 530-743-2942. lucky7@succeed.net.   (07—14) 

Here are a Few Items For Sale 
 
Champ pickup wide box - short bed $200   
Shell for same bed - $150  
Tailgate narrow box - $150 
T-Cab front valance - restore painted black - $125 
1964/65 Lark Type grille - $25 
1964/65 will fit 66 Lark type taillight housings $25pr 
12v starter 6 cylinder standard trans - $20 
12v Prestolite alternator - $35 
 

Dean Sumpter 
916-753-6003 
carvin7712@yahoo.com     (06-14) 

ThatThatThatThat’s a s a s a s a 

lot of cool lot of cool lot of cool lot of cool 

parts for parts for parts for parts for 
cheap!cheap!cheap!cheap!    

Let’s all go to the LIONSGATELet’s all go to the LIONSGATELet’s all go to the LIONSGATELet’s all go to the LIONSGATE    
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Karel Staple Chapter 

PO Box 1 

Dixon CA 95620-0001 

For a look at the pictures in color 

Visit us at: 
www.Hawktalks.com 

Pacific Southwest  
Zone Officers 
 
Member, Board of Directors  - 

Colin Fort 
P.O. Box 939 
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA 92007 

 colinfort@cox.net.  
Zone Coordinator  - 
 Jon Carter 

12270 N. 78th Place 
Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

  carter.jonathan@mayo.edu.  
Regional Manager - 
 Frank Wenzel 
 551 E. Industrial Place 
 Palm Springs CA 92264 
 carbuffs@yahoo.com 

For insurance purposes and 
also to comply with SDC Bylaws 
governing chapters, all members 
of a local chapter must also be a 

member of the National Club.  
Don’t forget to renew your     

National membership. 

Karel Staple Chapter Officers 
 
President  -  
      Pat Dilling 
       Olivehurst, CA 95961 
    (530) 218-0641 
              p.dilling@outlook.com 
 
Vice President  - 
 Johna Pierce 
 Sacramento CA  
 (916) 548-0340 
 Ladyhawk64@comcast.net 
 
Treasurer  -  
 Johanna Smith 
 Napa, CA 94559 
 (707)255-5108 
 karelstaplesdc@yahoo.com 
 

Secretary -  
 Darlene McClure  
 Rocklin CA 
 darlenejeff@sbcglobal.net 

National Officers 
 
President  - Carl Thomason 

43306 Running Deer Dr 
Coarse Gold CA 93614 

            thomason2@earthlink.net 
 
  
Vice President  - Mimi Halgren 
 9350 El Tejado Rd 
 La Mesa CA 91941 
 mimihalgren@hotmail.com 
 
Secretary  -  
 Nita Ketchum 
 PO Box 37 
 Ida AR 72456 
 nlketchum@aol.com 
Treasurer  -  
 Jane Stinson 
 5800 Stanley Rd 
 Columbiaville MI 48421 
 jestinson@aol.com 

 

Senior Editor  - Jon Stalnaker Sr. 
Dixon CA 95620 (707) 693-0211 broncos@onramp113.org 

 

Webmaster - Jason Michaels -  jason@jasonmichaels.com 


